		Who is eligible for this study?

	You are eligible to take part in this study if you: 
✓ Are between 6.0 to 16.0 years old
✓ In good general health  
✓ Either declare English as your native language or have had at least two years of schooling in English
You are not eligible to take part in this study if you: 
✗ Have been diagnosed with a neurodevelopmental or neurological disorder, or severe developmental delay or learning disability
✗ Have a condition that would not allow you to have MRI and MEG brain scans (e.g., you are pregnant or have metal attached to your head/body)
✗ Require sedation for brain imaging 





	

	



	
	
		Want to find out more information about this study?



	If you are interested in taking part in this study or receiving more information, please contact:
Efe Momodu (Clinical Research Project Assistant) at 416-813-7654 ext. 302396 or email efe.momodu@sickkids.ca

If you have any further questions, please contact:

Andrea Kassner (Principal Investigator) at 
416-813-7654 ext. 302686.

Thank you for considering participation in this study!
All information about your participation in this study will remain absolutely private.  
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		Why is this study being done?

	We are doing this study because we want to learn more about sickle cell anemia (SCA), which is a disease that affects the body’s red blood cells. 
One of the problems that can happen with SCA is that the red blood cells are unable to deliver enough oxygen to the brain. If the brain does not get enough oxygen, it cannot work properly. 
In this study, we will compare children with SCA to children without SCA to see how SCA affects how the brain works, including thinking skills.
We hope that information learned from this study can help find better ways to identify and treat children with SCA who have difficulties with thinking skills and who are at risk for developing thinking problems.



	

	



	








	
		What will happen in this study? 

	If you agree to participate in this study, you will be asked to come to SickKids for two (2) in-person study visits with each visit taking place about 2 years apart. Each study visit is expected to take about 6 hours including breaks. 
A check-in phone call/virtual visit will take place about one year through the study and will take about 15 minutes.

		What will I do during the study visit? 

	During each study visit at SickKids, you will do the following:
1. Take pictures of your brain using MRI (magnetic resonance imaging)
2. Record how your brain sends messages using MEG (magnetoencephalography)
3. Tasks that test your thinking skills, like how fast you think




	If you agree to participate in this study, you will be asked to come to SickKids for two (2) in-person study visits with each visit taking place about 2 years apart. Each study visit is expected to take about 6 hours. 
A check-in phone call or virtual visit will take place about one year through the study and will take about 15 minutes.

	



	
	
	Take pictures of your brain 
(~1 hour)
Record how your brain sends messages (~1 hour)
Do thinking tasks 
(~2 hours)













	You will not be paid to be part of this study. However, we will provide reimbursement to help cover reasonable out-of-pocket expenses that you may incur as a result of participating in this study, such as the cost of food and drinks during study visits and transportation.
In recognition of your time and effort, we will also give you a gift card and volunteer certificate for each study visit you complete.
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